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professorship of hydraulics at the University of Paris was
created especially for him, and he was elected to the Academy
of Sciences. He then lived in the capital, where he became
intimate with all the chief men of science, and especially with
Condorcet. In 1790 he was appointed a commissioner for
drawing up the decimal system, and he became a constant
attendant at the Cordeliers' Club, where, though no great
orator, Canton and his friends had a pride in pointing out to
the people of Paris what could be done by one of themselves
who had been the son of a tinker, and who now, by his works
on mathematics and mechanics, had raised himself into
European reputation as a learned savant. Like most men of
science of the time, Monge was an advanced republican in
opinions, and he showed his republicanism in the austerity of
his life, which was always very simple and frugal. Through
the influence of Danton and Condorcet, he had been elected
Minister of Marine on August 10, and he still remained in
office when the Convention met, Personally inoffensive, he
had no enemies, and all republicans were proud to regard him
as a creditable representative of the lower classes of France.
As no one disliked him, no attempt was made to turn him out
of office; but at the same time he steadily refused all over-
tures to identify himself with the Girondin party, and occupied
himself solely with the work of his office.

More important was the position and character of Garat,
who had been elected Minister of Justice by the Convention.
Dominique Joseph Garat was the son of a doctor at Bayonne,
and was born there in 1749. He became an avocat at
Bordeaux, but, having no taste for the law, started for Paris
with a tragedy in his pocket, and Panckoucke the publisher
introduced him to the literary society of the day. He made
the acquaintance of Kousseau, D'Alembert, Diderot, and the
other leaders of French literature. He won prizes at the
Academy for eloges in 1779, in 1781, and 1784, and wrote in
the literary Journal de Paris.1 He was appointed professor
of history at the Lycee in 1786, and his lectures soon became
1 Mtmoires de Garni, edited by L, H. Carnot. 2 vols, Pans . 1838.